
Building alte rnative s

Fre e  softw are  h as  cre ate d a viable  alte rnative  
to th e  corporate  m ode l of 
softw are  de ve lopm e nt. 
Bas e d around a gift 
e conom y, rath e r th an a 
com m odity e conom y, 
and re lying on m utual aid 
rath e r th an capitalist 
gre e d.

Activists can us e  fre e  
softw are  to e xpand 
com m unitie s  bas e d 
around non-corporate  
culture . 
Environm e ntalists can 
adapt fre e  softw are  to 
run on oth e rw is e  
obsole te  com pute rs . 
Pe ople  in m ajority w orld 

countrie s  can us e  fre e  softw are  to 
com m unicate  w ith  e ach  oth e r and th e  w orld. 
Civil libe rtarians can prote ct th e ir privacy 
w h e n th e y k now  e xactly w h at th e ir com pute r 
is  doing.

Re source s For Action

You don't h ave  to be  a te ch ie  to be  part of th e  
Fre e  Softw are  Move m e nt! Eve n just by 
running a bit of fre e  softw are  and re porting 
th e  bugs you can m ak e  a contribution!

h ttp://tinyurl.com /dq oj2 - Indym e dia's  
jargon-fre e  guide  to h ow  to ge t starte d us ing 
Fre e  and O pe n Source  softw are .
h ttp://w w w .fsf.org - h om e  page  of th e  Fre e  
Softw are  Foudation. 
h ttp://ope nsource .org/ - H om e  page  of th e  
O pe n Source  Initiative . 
h ttp://ak tivix.org, and h ttp://rise up.ne t - 
Fre e  Softw are  bas e d w e bm ail, e -groups and 
m ore  for activists .
h ttp://tinyurl.com /8k alp - A 
de ve lopm e nt/appropriate  te ch nology 
pe rspe ctive .
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Cre ative Com m ons Attribution-
NonCom m e rcial-Sh are Alik e  2.5 Lice ns e  - 

s e e  h ttp://cre ative com m ons .org

Fre e  as in spe e ch  !

Subve rting copyrigh t

Th e  Fre e  Softw are  m ove m e nt  aim s  to 
e nsure  th at pe ople  alw ays h ave  th e  righ t to 
run, study, s h are  and 
im prove  th e  program s 
th at run on th e ir 
com pute r. Th e  O pe n 
Source  Initiative  is  s im ilar 
in m any w ays , but 
doe sn't alw ays guarante e  
th e  sam e  righ ts  to us e rs  
and program m e rs .

Program m e rs  de ve loping 
Fre e  Softw are  first 
copyrigh t th e ir program , 
and th e n grant pe ople  
th e  righ t to us e  th e ir 
program , provide d th at 
th e y pass  on th e  sam e  4 
fre e dom s to anyone  e lse  
th e y s h are  th e  program  w ith . Th is  
subve rs ion of copyrigh t is  k now n as copyle ft.

W h y use  it?

Re liability and se curity - e ve ryone  can fix 
bugs , so fre e  softw are  te nds to be  m ore  
re liable  and s e cure .
Participation - nonfre e  softw are  w ork s  w e ll 
only w ith  its e lf. Eve ryone  s h ould be  able  to 
participate  in digital socie ty.
Price  - fre e  softw are  te nds to be  ch e ape r. 
O nce  you h ave  one  copy, you can m ak e  as  
m any oth e r copie s  as  you lik e .

Be cause  co-ope ration is m ore  
im portant th an corporations !!!

Th e  "Fre e " in Fre e  Softw are  is  a m atte r of libe rty, not price . Th ink  of fre e  
as  in "fre e  spe e ch ", not as in "fre e  be e r"!

W h at is Fre e  Softw are  ?

Fre e  softw are  guarante e s  4 bas ic but 
im portant fre e dom s :

0. Fre e dom  to run th e  program  for 
any purpos e .

1. Fre e dom  to study h ow  th e  program  
w ork s , and adapt it to your ne e ds .

2. Fre e dom  to sh are  th e  program  to 
h e lp your ne igh bour.

3. Fre e dom  to im prove  th e  program  
and re le as e  your im prove m e nts so th e  
w h ole  com m unity be ne fits .

GNU/Linux is  an 
ope rating syste m  

built w ith  fre e  
softw are  and us e d 

by m illions of 
pe ople  around th e  
w orld. Its  logo is  

th is  pe nguin calle d 
Tux.




