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Re le as e d unde r Cre ative Com m ons  
Attribution-NonCom m e rcial-Sh are Alik e  2.5 
Lice ns e  - s e e  h ttp://cre ative com m ons .org

Im agine  a w orld...
W h e re  you could be  tak e n to court for us ing an ide a th at s om e one  e ls e  h ad h ad. Eve n if you 
didn't k now  th e y'd h ad it!

Ne w  propos als  th at th e  Europe an Council and 
Com m is ion are  trying to force  th rough , agains t 
th e  w ill of th e  Europe an Parliam e nt w ill m ak e  it 
le gal to pate nt s oftw are  ide as .

Back ground.

A pate nt is  a tim e  lim ite d m onopoly on m ak ing m one y 
from  an inve ntion. For 20 ye ars  nobody e ls e  is  
allow e d to produce  or s e ll th e  ite m  cove re d by th e  
pate nt. In contras t to copyrigh t th is  m onopoly applie s  
e ve n if you are  unaw are  of th e  pate nt.

Up until re ce ntly s oftw are  auth ors  h ave  be e n able  to 
prote ct th e m s e lve s  from  pe ople  copying th e ir w ork  
us ing copyrigh t. Jus t lik e  s criptw rite rs , or com pos e rs . 
Th e  Europe an Council and Com is s ion are , in 
accordance  w ith  th e  w is h e s  of m any large  US and 
Japane s e  s oftw are  com panie s , propos ing to allow  
s oftw are  ide as  to be com e  pate ntable .

W inne rs  and Los e rs

Unlik e  copyrigh t, w h ich  is  fre e , pate nts  are  e xpe ns ive  
to obtain (£20,000 a pop, in Europe ). Th e y're  e ve n 
m ore  e xpe ns ive  to e nforce . Sm all com panie s , 
individuals , and com m unitie s  los e  out to corporate  
inte re s ts . 

Th e  pate nt s ys te m  e nforce s  th e  m onopoly righ ts  of 
large  pate nt h olde rs , and doe s  a ve ry bad job of 
prote cting inve ntors  or fos te ring innovation. Large  
com panie s  us e  a proce s s  calle d cros s -pate nting to 
avoid be ing s ue d. Corporation X agre e s  not to s ue  
Corporation Y for pate nt violation on th e  condition 
th at Y do th e  s am e . Individuals  w ork ing on fre e  
s oftw are  proje cts , or s m all com panie s  m ak ing non-
fre e  s oftw are  are  e ffe ctive ly m arginaliz e d.

It's  im pos s ible  to re s e arch  all th e  pate nts  th at m igh t 
be  us e d agains t you - th e  Europe an Pate nt Age ncy 
h as  alre ady grante d 30,000 s oftw are  ide a pate nts , 
and th e y don't us e  any k ind of cons is te nt te rm inology.

Pate nts  on ide as  lik e  com pute r program s  ope n up th e  
door for pate nts  on oth e r cre ative  w ork s  - book s  and 
m us ic - im agine  h ow  m uch  th e  m us ic s ce ne  w ould 
s uffe r h ad H ip H op be e n pate nte d by Sony!

Ne arly h alf a m illion Europe ans  h ave  alre ady 
s igne d a pe tition agains t th e  introduction of s oftw are  
ide a pate nts  in Europe . Activis ts  in India are  figh ting 
a s im ilar s truggle  agains t pate nt provis ions  be ing 
im pos e d be caus e  of th e  TRIPS agre e m e nt. W rite  to 
your MP, MEP and th e  Se cre tary of State  for Trade  
and Indus try (Alan Joh ns on).

h ttp://NoSoftw are Pate nts .com  - Re ally cle ar and 
acce s s ible  introduction to th e  proble m s  w ith  
s oftw are  pate nts , in 17 diffe re nt language s . Sign up 
for th e ir re gular action update s .

h ttp://NoEPate nts .org - H as  a pe tition w ith  ove r 
420,000 s ignature s  - w h y not add yours ?

h ttp://s w pat.ffii.org - Th e  Foundation for a Fre e  
Inform ation Infras tructure  pate nts  s ite  h as  ne w s  
s torie s , in de pth  analys is , pe titions  and oth e r 
re s ource s .

Re s ource s  for action

Th is  docum e nt w as  
produce d us ing Scribus  
(h ttp://w w w .s cribus .ne t) 

and De bian GNU/Linux 
(h ttp://w w w .de bian.org), 

both  fre e  s oftw are  proje cts  
th at m ay be  th re ate ne d by 

s oftw are  ide a pate nts  in 
Europe .




